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Abstract 
 
The present study aims to highlight the importance of the consulting activity in identifying and defining the specific problems of 
the population in agriculture, solving alternatives, choice of solutions and their implementation. Based on these considerations, 
we initiated a study in Călărasi county, on a sample of 32 communes both among the rural population, having as technique of 
data collection, „door to door” discussions and among the leaders of the rural communities using interview technique. The 
interview on both levels was conducted based on a list of predetermined questions, 8 questions for the population and 12 
questions for the leaders, with open response, which allowed freedom of expression of the interviewed person. The questions 
aimed at identifying the needs that respondents consider priority for the community, how they want to solve them, and the degree 
to which they consider that they might involve in solving the local problems. A fiche with personal data was filled in for each 
interviewed person.  
Processing and analyzing the data, outlines the need for the consultant intervention of socio- economic targeting, which is a real 
challenge in persuading and train the population in the rural area, involved or not in the agricultural activity, in order to develop 
the skills and incomes for goods administration, in order to adapt to the challenges imposed by the agricultural production, 
household, family and socio-economic relations. The success of the socio - economic consulting activity is knowing the area 
were the consulting services are provided, but also the consultant notoriety among them, because people follow those they trust 
in. 
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1. Introduction 
 
When speaking about consulting in the context of agriculture, most think of consulting to obtain grants (Ciurea, 
I.V., Lăcătuúu, GH., Puiu I., 2011). Besides the concrete issues related to the submission of projects for various 
financiers, there are also other types of specialized consulting services: additional or associated with the acquisition 
of general skills needed to design and implement projects, according to the financiers' requirements or specific 
regulations  (FAO, 2014). This includes legal, financial, cadastral consulting, or consulting for feasibility studies, 
technological consulting, oriented mostly to the  marketing of agricultural products, farm management, labour 
safety, training etc (Corbo, V., Corecelli, F., Bossak, J., 2009).   
It is noted that farmers generally want integrated consulting services and they are not willing to pay for these 
services. The level and quality of the consulting services should grow properly and the consulting activity to focus 
mostly to the market (GFA-Geselschaft fur Agarprojekte M. B. H., 2007).  
The European models in which the consulting services are developed testify this. Therefore, the need for 
consultant profession, results from the desire to introduce new technologies, to provide farmers contact with funding 
from the European Union and beyond (Schonhuth, M., Kiewelitz, U., 2008). All these types of consulting services, 
as they were identified, are related to a specific consulting, to specific areas and it can be performed by well skilled 
persons (KUBR, M., 2010).  
In order to achieve the objectives regarding the structural change in agriculture, it takes more than to meet the 
specific requirements of the agricultural population on certain well identified problems, we need guidance in 
identifying a direction of action, development, services of socio - economic guidance (Analysis of current state of 
NRDP 2007-2013).  
 
2. Methods 
The quantitative on site research was conducted on the basis of questionnaire with pre-determined questions, 
applied face to face at the public institutions and at the subjects domicile.  
As a method of data collection, the participatory research was used, on a sample of 32 communes in Calarasi 
county, both among the rural population, having as technique for  the data collection, the "door to door" discussions 
and with the leaders of the rural community, using the interview technique. The interview on both levels was 
conducted based on a list of pre-determined questions, 8 questions for the population and 12 questions for the 
leaders, with open response, which allowed the freedom of expression of the interviewed person. 539 questionnaires 
were applied to the citizens of the communes covered in sample and 219 questionnaires to the local leaders. The 
motivation of their application was to learn about the attitude of the inhabitants on the satisfaction regarding the 
living conditions and the local public services, the commune development priorities for the next year and how they 
involve in addressing these priorities. 
In the category of local leaders of the commune we included: Mayor, Vice-Mayor, Secretary of the town hall, 
school director, doctor, police chief, priest, farm managers in the area. 
The starting point in identifying the development potential of the communes was to analyze the social, 
economic and institutional situation which led to the identification of key issues facing each community and its 
potential, in order to establish the need for the consultant intervention for socio-economic guidance. 
 
3. Findings and results 
 
The potential of the rural area, largely seen only through the existing agricultural areas and activities related to 
their work, is based on the existence of some specific resources not sufficiently used so far and that can be an 
alternative and also an opportunity to diversify the rural economy, such as activities related to agriculture, and non-
agricultural specific in the sector of agro-food processing, manufacturing and agri-tourism (Iova, A., Cretu, D., 
Constantin, D, 2011). On age groups, the population included in the surveyed sample is shown in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1. The respondents’ age 
 
3.1. Presentation of questions addressed to the population 
In the category of questions addressed to the population, the answers were relatively constant. When asked "Do 
you develop an agricultural activity which brings income in your household ?", 61 % answered " YES" and 39 % 
answered " NO". 
When asked "If you could change something in the agricultural activity that you develop  what would be?" the 
answers received are presented in Figure 2. 
 
 
Figure 2. Quantification answers 
There are persons who would not change anything at the activity they develop in their own household -18%, but 
among those who want to make changes, there are persons who want to increase their production capacity, to change 
the way of obtained production eliminating the sale intermediaries, and ultimately they want to purchase through 
European funds access, new technological equipment in order to make easy the activity in the agricultural sector.  
When asked "What bothers you most about how you develop your activity at present?" most respondents 
answered that it takes more money to develop their activities easier, to hire additional staff. The persons who work 
are disturbed that the incomes are too low in relation to the work developed. Those who sell their productions would 
like more help from the state to support them in their activities and to help them sell their production at reasonable 
prices. 
Some persons want to have more free time, because, they said, "we work too much, and there is no time left to 
invest in us", and others indulge situation they are in and would not change anything in the way in which they 
develop their activities. 
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When asked "How do you see the development of agriculture in the community for the next years? and "What 
are the prospects for the development of your activity for the next years?" most states that agriculture is in full and 
continuous development. 
The large farmers say that the agriculture development in the commune is in a good direction, in their opinions, 
and those who are at the beginning - young farmers - say that agriculture is moving in the right direction if the state 
will help them. 
But there are persons who argue that the agriculture development does not have future prospects because the 
state does not support as it should support small and large farmers. 
Regarding the idea of developing personal activities in the future, the commune inhabitants are very delighted, 
so they plan to develop new business in agricultural sector by purchasing land and obtaining  and  accessing 
European funds in order to purchase certified and high quality biological materials and technological equipment. 
Besides these persons who want business development in the future, there are inhabitants in the commune who 
have no prospect of developing the current activities, whether they do not bring income. 
When asked "What obstacles you encountered in the relation with the public institutions?" wealthy inhabitants 
and persons who are not do not develop activities which bring income in their household, say that there is no tension 
in their relation with these institutions. While those who want to develop their agricultural activities in the household 
by accessing funds or seek the state aid for the activities development, declare that there is a lack of communication 
due to the high level of bureaucracy, reason leading to the rejection of the files for accessing funds. In the rural area, 
the lack of money feels very strong, and the lack of some experienced management staff, leading to a relation 
without respect between the commune inhabitants and its leaders. This lack of respect to the leaders and lack of 
communication do not help the development of agriculture in the commune, as it is shown in Figure 3. 
 
 
 
Figure 3. Quantification answers 
 
When asked “What do you think is missing in this commune for the agriculture to be able to develop more?”
the answers  are presented in figure 4.    
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Figure 4. Quantification answers 
 
3.2. Presentation of questions addressed to the leaders 
In the category of interviewed leaders, the structure on study level is presented in figure 5. 
 
 
 
Figure 5. Level of the respondents’ education 
 
The 12 questions to the leaders in the communes included in the sample were related mainly to the same 
problems that had to answer also the members of the community. They mentioned that in the last 7 years, farms 
were modernized, new companies emerged in the agricultural sector  and the companies in the agricultural sector 
are managed by young persons, is presented in figure 6.
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Figure 6. Quantification answers
The best period for agriculture in the area was when the irrigation system operated at maximum capacity, but 
about the years, the best years were 2008 for livestock and since 2010 at present for agriculture. The worst period 
for the community in terms of agriculture was in all dry years, but also since the irrigation system was destroyed. For 
livestock, 2014 was a difficult year because of the disease called "blue tongue" when export in this sector stagnated; 
people were able to sell live animals to slaughterhouses in the area, otherwise for the problems in agriculture, no 
measure was taken. The agricultural companies that have managed to build their own irrigation system through 
drilled wells, produced visible effects. The agriculture, as in any rural area is the main activity, which is why 
wealthier persons in the area develop activities in the agricultural sector.  
The biggest problems in the rural area are the lack of gas and sewerage, as regards the agriculture, the lack of 
an irrigation system and the amount of subsidies (Iova, A., Cretu, D, Neagu, C.,(2012). These above mentioned 
problems should be solved by renovating water channels and wastewater station, and by accessing European funds. 
The commune leaders are open to involve in solving the commune problems, such as: social problems, related 
to agriculture, related to water and sewerage, is presented in figure 7 
 
„ 
Figure 7. Quantification answers for “would you involve in solving one of the commune problems/ in which one?” 
34%
22%
22%
11%
11%
for commune modernization
social problems
selective collecting of waste
informing people about the agriculture importance
providing jobs
22%
11%
11%34%
11%
11% European funds acccessing
Destruction of irrigation
system
Possession of lands
Modernization of
agricultural equipment
Lease of lands
Creation of agricultural
associations
660   Daniela Creţu and Radu Andrei Iova /  Agriculture and Agricultural Science Procedia  6 ( 2015 )  654 – 660 
They want the commune to have all the utilities in the future in order to provide good living conditions and the 
agriculture to be extended, modernized, developed (Iova, A., Cretu, D., Constantin, D., Nastase M. ,2010). 
As regards starting a project in the commune, the mayor must support the respective project, he must not to 
prevent it, not giving the necessary approvals, and the inhabitants should be involved in physical labour in order to 
assist in carrying out the activities undertaken in the respective project. 
4. Conclusions 
 
The analysis of the data contained in the survey based on questionnaire indicates the problems, needs and 
priorities of rural area development in Calarasi county, through the eyes of citizens and leaders in the area. There is 
a convergence of opinions, in the sense that the commune leaders agree with the inhabitants to most questions and 
especially regarding the access of the European funds for the agriculture development. The leaders say they are open 
to involve in solving the community problems, so they can help those who develop agricultural activities, to access 
European funds, to receive free consulting in the field through a program available at the office of the local council. 
Also, they are aware of the citizens problems in the community and say they will try to solve them. All those 
interviewed hope to a modern commune with a prosperous agriculture. But, in order to achieve these objectives, it 
requires, more than to meet the specific demands of the agricultural population on certain well identified problems, 
to guide them, to find a direction of action, of development, of consultants services for socio-economic guidance.  
Processing and analyzing the data, outlines the need for the consultant intervention of socio- economic 
targeting, which is a real challenge in persuading and train the population in the rural area, involved or not in the 
agricultural activity, in order to develop the skills and incomes for goods administration, in order to adapt to the 
challenges imposed by the agricultural production, household, family and socio-economic relations.  
The success of the socio - economic consulting activity is knowing the area were the consulting services are 
provided, but also the consultant notoriety among  them, because people follow those they trust in.  
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